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2 ENFORCEMENT OF THE DRINKING WATER REGULATIONS 



Table 2-1.  Water Supply Zones in 2007 an
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to comply with that Direction the local authority has committed an offence and is liable for 
prosecution.   









http://www.wsntg.ie/




 

Figure 3-1.  Vulnerable Spring with Inadequate Source Protection. 

3.2 E. coli 
The Issues 
E. coli is an indicator bacteria organism that provides evidence that recent faecal 
contamination of a water supply has occurred.  The presence of even a single E. coli in 
drinking water is unacceptable as it indicates that the source of the supply has become 
contaminated or that the treatment plant is not operating sufficiently to remove the 
organism.   
 
The main cause of failures to meet the E. coli

http://www.hpsc.ie/hpsc/EPI-Insight/Volume92008/File,3130,en.pdf
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Table 3-1.  Number and Proportion of Chlo







leading to over or under-dosing of chemicals.  While the majority of chemicals used 
in Ireland are fit for purpose, during audits in 2008 the EPA identified isolated 
incidents where unapproved or inappropriat









 

Figure 3-3. Number of 4-0.IArivate Group Water Schemes Cont(b)aminated with 



4 THE SAFETY OF D



4.1 Compliance with the Microbiological Standards 
The most important indicators of drinking water quality in Ireland are the microbiological 



parametric value in private group water schemes remains unacceptably low at 85.2%, while 



Mayo (52%), South Tipperary (33%), Waterford (50%) and Wicklow (31%) were 
contaminated during 2007. 
 



4.2 Compliance with the Chemical Standards 
The level of monitoring of the chemical parameters increased by 11% in 2007 compared to 
2006.  However, there is still a 1.4% shortfall in the number of analyses carried out for the 



Waterford), 2 private group water schemes (Drybridge/Waterunder, Co. Louth and 





Nitrate 

Exceedances of the nitrate parametric value were reported in 49 supplies in 2007 (up from 47 
in 2006).  There were an increasing number of public water supplies with elevated levels of 



Table 4-8.  List of Water Supplies where the Individual Pesticide Parametric Value 
was Exceeded in 2007. 

Local Authority 



4.3 Compliance with the Indicator Parametric Values 
The indicator group of parameters is a diverse group of parameters designed to provide 
information on the management of the treatment process and the organoleptic and aesthetic 
quality of drinking water.  As such, several parameters do not have quantitative standards but 





Table 4-12.  Summary of Ammonium Monitoring in 2007. 

 No. of 
WSZ’s 



compliance compared to 2006 (92.2% compliance).  Compliance rates for iron in the different 
types of supplies are shown in Table 4-14. 

Table 4-14.  Summary of Iron Monitoring in 2007. 









5.1.2 Group Water Schemes 



Recommendations 

¶ 
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nitrate exceedance in a public water supply.  The 
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Limerick County Council 
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South Tipperary County Council 
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Notes 

Note 1: The parametric value refers to the residual monomer concentration in the water as 
calculated according to specifications of the maximum release from the 
corresponding polymer in contact with the water.  

Note 2:



  - benzo(k)fluoranthene 

  - benzo(ghi)perylene 

  - indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene. 
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Table A-3.  Total Number of Water Supply Zones (WSZs) Monitored and Samples 
Analysed for All Parameters in Private Group Water Schemes. 
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